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Hartley Nature Center 

We are a private, nonprofit 501©3 environmental  education organization governed by a 

Board of Directors, supported by our members and dedicated to inspiring lifelong 

connections with nature through education, play, and exploration.  
 
 

Board of Directors 

Sue Henke, Chair 

Bryce Nixon,  Vice Chair 

Jenny Costley, Treasurer  

Kristen Bauerkemper, Secretary 

Lucie Amundsen, Kurt Anderson, Kathy Bergen, Erik Birkeland, Pat Collins,  

 Roger Hartley, Dan Hartman, Patty McNulty, Sue Ellen Moore,  

Brian Morse,  Matt Olin, Michelle Russell, Lee Stuart, Gail Toftey 
 

Our Staff 

Tom O’Rourke, Executive Director 

director@hartleynature.org 
 

Brett Amundson, Director of Operations 

operations@hartleynature.org 
 

Tiffany Smith, Education Director 

education@hartleynature.org 
 

Gail Watczak, Office Manager 

office@hartleynature.org 
 

Jenni Stafford-Faris, Program Coordinator 

edassistant@hartleynature.org 
 

Melanie Morgan, Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@hartleynature.org 
 

Joy Turnbull-Dunham, Family Educator 

jdunham@hartleynature.org 
 

Matt Willey, EE Intern 

eeintern3@hartleynature.org 
 

Kaitlin Erpestad, Preschool Director 

psdirector@hartleynature.org 
 

Dani French, Lead Teacher 

dfrench@hartleynature.org 
 

Caitlin Johnson, Assistant Teacher 

cjohnson@hartleynature.org 
 

Maria Hopkins, Assistant Teacher 

mhopkins@hartleynature.org 
 

Becca Bell, Assistant Teacher 

bbell@hartleynature.org 
 

Julie Bates, Assistant Teacher 

jbates@hartleynature.org 
 

Emma Richtman, Assistant Teacher  

erichtman@hartleynature.org 

 

Alyssa Nelson, Assistant Teacher 

anelson@hartleynature.org 

 

Dates/Events to Note 

Aug 1 Butterfly Garden Night 

Aug 15 Butterfly Garden Night 

Aug 26   Youth Outdoor Expo 

August 31 Owl Hike 

Sept 11 Weekly Nature Nook begins 

Sept 27 Wild Ones 

Oct  28  Howl-o-ween 
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Summer 2017  Volume 

2017 Summer Staff 

With another summer of record-shattering  camp registrations, we needed a 

strong crew of knowledgeable, dependable and fun-loving interns to make each 

week great. After searching and interviewing, we ended up with a great crew! 

We are extremely thankful for the talents of these eight super interns and the 

impact they had in just a few months on so many campers.  

From left to right: Karlie Fischer, Lauren Farden, Sam Simonson, Matt Willey, Alyssa Johnson & 

Mikayla Sobrack. Front row: Evy Gobbens and Hannah Carlson. 

THANK YOU 2017 CITs 
If you have visited Hartley Park this summer, you may have seen color-coordinated 

youth leading games, helping kids on the climbing tree, and bringing up the end of a 

line of campers. These are the Counselors in Training (CITs). CITs are volunteers (13-17 

yrs) who assist camp staff with camp preparation and activities. The teens get a 

chance to see what it’s like to be a camp counselor while gaining valuable work 

experience. We are incredibly appreciative of our CITs. Their hard work, patience, 

and positive attitudes make camps possible. The campers, too, are grateful to have 

the CITs around. They are wonderful role models and make camp lots of fun! 

Anders Boe 

Adara Boe 

Noah Daube 

Olivia Degerstedt 

Ava Erickson 

Rudy Erickson 

Stella Farnham 

Autumn Finch 

Hathaway Heart 

Kya Heiken 

Jack Hilken 

Aaron Hjort 

Harper Jenny 

David Kostuch 

Stella LaTour 

Deonta Lew 

Matt Magnuson 

Justine Martin  

Noah Meilahn 

Ayla Oltmanns 

Reece Patten 

Eric Patterson 

Allicia Petrich 

Rose Philbin 

Chloe Schaefer 

Will Smith 

Emma Stattelman 

Bailee Truan 

Finley Valento 

Nikki Worachek 

2017 Summer Camp 
Well over 1050 campers will have 

spent a week at Hartley this summer 

exploring the park,  enjoying the 

natural world at it’s summer finest, 

playing with friends and making 

great memories.   

We’ve been growing Monarch 

Butterflies all summer. Many campers 

have followed  the Monarch life cycle 

and been rewarded by witnessing 

their birth. And some even had the 

opportunity to release them.  

Good Times! 
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From the Director’s Corner by Tom O’Rourke 

It’s hard to believe that one year has passed since the storm. At this point last summer, we were out of power, 

camps were cancelled, our yurt was a mess of splintered wood and ripped canvas, and the playscape was 

littered with downed trees (as was every trail in Hartley Park). 
 

Normally, changes in the woods are subtle and incremental, registered only by repeated visits and close observation. July’s 

storm was the opposite; a cataclysmic event that greatly altered the landscape—literally overnight. Of course, that’s life, 

and nature—always in flux, sometimes violently. And yet, the sight of twisted and uprooted trees from last year’s storm still 

gives me pause, and can at times induce a sense of melancholy over what was lost.  
 

If there is a silver lining from the storm, it’s been in the community’s response. In the wake of the storm we had a cadre of 

volunteers come forward and offer assistance. Within weeks, a host of donations enabled us to replace the yurt—just in time 

for our busy field trip season. Thank you to everyone who lent a hand and got us on the road to recovery. 
 

Though we’re in the midst of our busy summer camp season, next school year is just around the corner.  Thanks to the 

generosity of the attendees at our annual Wine in the Woods fundraiser—especially the Mickey and Keely Pearson 

Foundation, which provided a donation match—we raised enough money to send 3,000 schoolchildren to Hartley next year 

for free field trips! In an era where schools often lack resources for off-site trips, this initiative will break down barriers to 

participation, and help thousands of kids build deeper connections with nature. 
 

As always, thanks for your support of Hartley Nature Center. 

-tom 

 

Thank You HNC Supporters 

2017 Sponsors: 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 
2 sessions:  10am-12pm & 1-3pm 

 

An open-house style event for families  
with children ages birth-age 8. 

 
 Crafts & Activities 
 Games 
 Trail walk with costumed critters  
 Treats  

Sponsorship: 

$5,000 Gardner Builders 

Miller Hill Subaru 

Field Trip Support: 

$8,650 Mickey & Keely Pearson Foundation  

$2,551 Betty Lewis Environmental Trust 

$5,000 Donald Weesner Foundation 

(yellow bus fund) 

$1,000 Patty McNulty & Duke Skorich 

$1,000 Roger Hartley & Sandra Luomen 

$500 Linda & Joe Jeannette 

$500 Susanna Gaunt & Todd Struckman 
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We are full for the Fall of 2017!  

Once again we have filled our classrooms for the coming fall and our staff are excited to get the rooms 

ready for all those incoming preschoolers. Classes begin the week of September 5th.  

Hartley Nature Preschool by Kaitlin Erpestad 

Butterfly Garden Volunteer Evenings 

Did you know our garden is a certified Monarch waystation? Come and learn about monarchs, habitat, plants 

and other insects, all while helping to maintain our beautiful community space. If available, we will tag adult 

monarchs and release them. Come and watch metamorphosis and migration in process! Volunteers needed 

every first and third Tuesday each month through the summer. No cost and no experience necessary. All ages 

invited (children must be accompanied by an adult).  
 

Cost: FREE!   Tuesdays, 6-8pm August 1 & 15  

Nature Nook Mondays 
WHAT: A fun weekly program for kids  (ages 2-5) with an 

adult, for story time, an art project and a hike. 

WHEN: Mondays 10-11:30 (Starting Sept. 11) 

COST:   $5/child for members  

              $8/child for non-members 
 

Join us for a new adventure each Monday  

during the school year! 

Wild Ones at Hartley 

On the fourth Wednesday of each month, the Arrowhead Chapter of Wild Ones meets at Hartley Nature 

Center to share information on a variety of topics related to sustainable, wildlife-supporting landscaping and 

healthy ecosystem promotion. Meetings start with a 6:30pm social time with a presentation starting at 7pm. 
 

Wednesday, September 27  Wednesday, October 25 

Nature Play Mondays 
WHO: Children ages 0-5 with parent/guardian  

WHEN: Mondays 10-11:30 (through August) 

COST:  $2/participating child  

This weekly drop-in program meets in the Hartley Nature 
Playscape area. It is facilitated by a Hartley educator with 

a welcoming circle then is openly structured allowing 
children to explore within the elements (including water) as 

they choose. (only cancels for extreme weather).  

Hartley Hikes 

Owl Hike    August 31, 7pm 

Discover the mysteries of the Northwoods owls through a guided hike with a 

naturalist. Explore what makes owls unique as well as whoooo you may find in 

the woods.  

HNC staff-led hikes meet at Hartley Nature Center 
Cost: $5 Mbr, $8 Nonmbr; Kids are FREE!  
Call to pre-register: 724-6735 


