Kindergarten Options
Many preschool parents are already thinking ahead to the kindergarten options in Duluth.
Neighborhood school? Charter school? Montessori? Homeschool? There are many options and the
decision can feel overwhelming. We’ll cover some of the options in a series of newsletter articles
throughout the year written by the parents of current and alumni Hartley Nature Preschoolers who
will share their experiences in kindergarten classrooms throughout the City. We’ll start off the series
with articles by HNP families about North Shore Community School and Many Rivers Montessori.
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Kindergarten at North Shore Community School

by Nicole and Bobby Abrahamson (Lily and Violet’s parents)

We've been so happy with our experience at North Shore Community School (NSCS) so far. Our
daughter, Lily, started kindergarten there this year. It was such a smooth transition for her after
two years at Hartley Nature Preschool. We really love the amazing and nurturing sense of
community, the smaller classes, and all the green space that NSCS has to offer. There are four
outdoor classrooms, nature trails, a skating rink with a warming shack, two playgrounds, and an
awesome greenhouse! It's been so fun hearing Lily talk about how she gets to plant vegetables,
take care of them, and eat them at school. And she’s really excited to get to use the snowshoes
and cross-country skis this winter! There is so much to look forward to.
For us, it's worth it to have to drive each day to this wonderful little school that's tucked away in
the Northwoods because we know our daughter is getting a really well-rounded and good
education that is grounded in both the natural and social environments. Also, she is very cared for
as a whole and her learning style is nurtured. Each day upon arrival, we are warmly greeted at the
door by staff with big smiles and hellos. Lily gets a huge hug every day from her amazing teacher
when she walks into the classroom. That makes my mama heart so happy! Every day changes with
different classes and activities, such as Music, Art, Phy-Ed, Computer Lab, Environmental
Education, and Library. Those classes all are taught by specialists (which is a really cool perk ). In
the classroom, there are different tables for reading, science, math, writing, and history, and also a
dramatic play area. Kindergarteners get two recesses a day which is perfect for all that pent up
energy that six year olds have. I also like the fact that they have very little, if any, homework yet.
That leaves plenty of time for them to breathe and be kids. We are really loving our experience at
NSCS and look forward to what the future holds for our kiddos there. We're glad to know that
they will be in such good hands for the first seven years of their schooling adventure. NSCS is an
absolutely remarkable!
Here is what Lily has to say about her school:
1. "I love the beautiful nature trails."
2. "My favorite class is Environmental Education where we go
into the woods and learn about pinecones, mushrooms, bark,
and the earth."
3. "I enjoy picking out new books every week at the big school
A student enjoying
library."
the NSCS
4. "Music class is the best because we sing a ton of great songs and get to
greenhouse.
play different instruments."
5. "My favorite thing about Phy-Ed is the trampolines and pogo sticks."
6. "It was so fun when Dad got to help my class for "Apple Pie Day" and bake pies with us."
7. "I love having two recesses."

Kindergarten at Many Rivers Montessori

by Dawn and Shawn Miller (Soren’s parents)

While we knew that Soren was coming to the end of his time at Hartley Preschool it was very hard to imagine him moving on to kindergarten. We knew that he was prepared to be successful academically and
socially and we were excited to see him take another step into the world but we were having a hard time
imagining him in a traditional school setting. As his parents we thought long and hard about what type of
school experience we wanted for him and decided on one of the Montessori schools in town. We couldn’t be happier!
There are many things that we as parents love about the Montessori approach. It is an approach that values the human spirit and the development of the whole child—physical, social, emotional, and cognitive.
We love that he’s in a multi-age group that fosters peer learning and that he is able to explore at school.
He takes ownership of his learning by choosing meaningful work to accomplish in an uninterrupted threehour work cycle. He either independently chooses or is guided toward work that meets his developmental needs and current interests.
Of course while we are looking at the big picture of his education and having him in a place where he will
be able to meet his potential, Soren is more interested in the fun things he gets to do at school. Some of
the things that we hear about often are banana work, bead work, polishing, setting the table for lunch,
recess, and snack. It doesn’t sound like much is going on during his
day academically but within these and other activities he is coming
home with new concepts and questions everyday. Word recognition, math concepts, and an interest in geography and natural history are all taking shape. No pressure just the love of school and
learning.
A primary student at Many
Rivers Montessori setting
the table.

Sing-a-long Song

Solstice Pajama Day

The Sun is in the Sky

We’ll celebrate the Winter Solstice at
preschool with a pajama day on the
following days:

The sun is in the sky.
The sun is in the sky.
Hot and bright, it gives us light.
The sun is in the sky.
The moon is in the sky.
The moon is in the sky.
Round and round the earth it goes.
The moon is in the sky.
The stars are in the sky.
The stars are in the sky.
Twinkling bright they shine at night.
The stars are in the sky.

M/W/F AM
M/W PM
M/W/F Full
Day:

Dec. 19
T/TH AM
and PM
T/TH Full
Day:

Dec. 20
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2017-18 Preschool Registration
It’s already time to think about preschool for next fall! Applications for Enrollment and a how-to letter will be
going home with all children in mid-December.
The application calendar is as follows:
December 15 —January 31, 2017
Enrollment Applications accepted for returning families, waiting list families, and the general public. Applications
must be complete and include the $50 application fee
February 17, 2017
Class placement notification
March 1, 2017
The deposit is due is hold your child’s place. The deposit is applied to your May 2018
tuition payment and is non-refundable
Late Applications
Applications received after January 31 will be considered in the order received

Application Procedure
To enroll your child at Hartley Nature Preschool, please complete this Enrollment Application form and submit it with
the $50 non-refundable application fee no later than January 31, 2017. A new application for enrollment must be made
each school year. Priority for enrollment is as follows 1) currently enrolled and returning children, 2) siblings of
currently enrolled/alumni children who are on the waiting list, 3) children on the waiting list, 4) siblings of currently
enrolled/alumni children not on the waiting list, 5) general public. Note that returning children do not need to submit a
waiting list application before re-enrolling. We will try to grant each family’s first choice for class days and times
whenever possible and as is best for the make-up of preschool classes (i.e. gender, age balance). Notification of class
placement will be given by or before February 17, 2017 via mail. A non-refundable deposit equal to one month’s tuition
will be due by March 1, 2017 to hold the placement. The deposit will be applied to the May 2018 tuition payment.

Changes for 2017-18
T/TH AM Class Offering Update
Due to popular demand, the T/TH AM class will again be for three year olds and young four year olds only.

Full Day Offerings Update
This fall we launched our full day program and it has been wonderful to see our preschool grow with new staff and
families. The full day has been a huge success and we’ve overcome challenges include limited storage space, the
location of the bathrooms, distracting (though lovable) education animals in the space where the children get ready to
go outside, and big windows in a room where children nap. We couldn’t have worked through these challenges without
our wonderful, dedicated staff and the flexibility and commitment of our preschool families. As we look to 2017-18
we’ll be making some changes so that staff have more time to plan and prepare for your child’s experience at Hartley.
We’ll still be offering the T/TH full day class
We will no longer offer the M/W/F full day class. Instead, we’ll offer a M/W full day class
NEW! Any child signed up for the M/W or T/TH full day classes will be able to enroll for Friday morning care. The
Friday morning care will be from 8:30-1:00. All children will bring a morning snack and lunch and will be picked up
by 1:00 pm (before rest time). Friday mornings will be a chance for a good dose of outdoor play as well as extended
learning opportunities beyond what is covered in either the M/W or T/TH full day classes. Sign up for the Friday
care option will be a school year commitment, just like our other classes and enrollment will be limited to 16
children.
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Family night at the UMD Planetarium!
Calling all families! Join other preschool
families at the UMD Planetarium to see the
stars and planets up close! This is a great
opportunity to have a fun night out as a
family and to help us build on our
December theme of space and the night
sky. Children who attended the
planetarium last year are still talking about
it! Each night will be one hour total made
of two different 30 minute shows (one
about planets and one about the Aurora).
Cost: $1/person
Location: UMD Planetarium (map) at the
corner of College St. and University Dr.
Parking at metered lots A and B. Meters
free after 6:30pm.
Dates: Mon., Dec. 12
Tues. Dec. 13
Wed. Dec 14
Time: 5-6 pm each night—sign up in your
classroom

Dec. 1-25 Bentleyville Tour of Lights— Free. Opens at
5:00 pm nightly.
Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28 Open Skating at the Duluth Heritage
Center— Free open skating for the whole family. 6:30-8:00
pm. Limited skates available for rent.
Dec. 2 Free Friday at the Children’s Museum— First
Friday of the month. 5:00-7:00 pm. Check out the Duluth
Children’s Museum for free
Dec. 7, 21 Squad Car Storytime— 3:45 pm in Youth
Services @ the Duluth Public Library
Dec. 19 & 20 Pajama Day at preschool to celebrate the
Winter Solstice
Dec. 27-30 Hartley Nature Center Holiday Break
Camp— Half-day camps for ages 4-9 at Hartley.
Dec. 31 Noon Year’s Eve Party at the Library —
Children’s New Year’s Eve party. 11:00-Noon. Dancing,
snacks, crafts, games, etc. Green Room.
Jan. 1 Happy New Year!

Ongoing
Wednesdays Main Library Storytime— Baby and
Toddler time 10:15 and Preschool time 11:15
Tuesdays Mount Royal Library Storytime— Preschool
story time 10:15
Wednesdays West Duluth Library Storytime— Bedtime
story time 6:30 pm

Reminder:
No preschool Dec. 21-Jan. 2 for the
winter holidays. See you on
January 3rd.
Happy New Year!

www.miamisci.org

Healthy Snack Idea

December Events

by Angie Toftey

Ingredients:
3 ripe avocados
5 cloves of
garlic, chopped
Lime juice
Salt
Half of one medium red onion, chopped
A handful of cilantro, chopped
Two Roma tomatoes, chopped
(less juicy than a standard tomato)

Directions: Mash the avocados in a medium bowl using a fork. Chop or pulse
in a food processor the garlic, onion, cilantro and tomato. Add chopped
ingredients to the mashed avocado. Salt is to taste, but if you accidentally go
overboard, add more lime juice to offset the salt. The lime juice also acts as a
bit of a preservative, keeping the avocado from turning brown. Enjoy with
veggies, crackers, or blue corn tortilla chips. Also an excellent substitute for
mayo or butter on a sandwich or wrap.
If a family member is averse to an ingredient or two, feel free to modify! It
will be good no matter what.
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