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Graduation and Ice Cream Social!
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You are invited to celebrate our graduating preschoolers
and the end of the preschool year. Please bring one or more
of your favorite ice cream sundae toppings to share
(complete with serving dish and spoon if needed) and HNC
will provide the ice cream (vanilla and non-dairy/gluten free
options). The ceremony will be outdoors rain or shine, so
please dress yourself and your child(ren) accordingly!

What: Graduation ceremony and ice cream social
When:
Full Day Classes: Tuesday, May 30, 4:45 pm
Half Day Classes: Wednesday, May 31, 4:00 pm
Where: Ceremony in amphitheater in the playscape
Ice cream social to follow
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Hartley Nature Center
3001 Woodland Ave
Duluth, MN 55803
218.724.6735
www.hartleynature.org

What to bring: Ice cream sundae toppings
Clothing for any weather for outdoor ceremony We’ll keep you posted about
Blanket to sit on outside for ice cream social
the status of the parking lot as
we get closer to graduation!
Who: Families, grandparents, siblings, etc.
No pets, please.

Gear Swap @ Hartley Nature Center
We’re hosting HNP’s first ever gear swap on May 13 to help families find the gear
they need at used-clothes prices. We hope you’ll bring toddler and preschool
gear to sell and come to buy gear! Children are welcome, of course.
A few important notes if you plan to bring gear to sell:
 Gear can include anything your child used or could have used while at Hartley
(winter boots, rubber boots, rain suits, snow pants, jackets, hats, long underwear/
base layers, nature ninja wear for really cold weather, etc.)
 You can bring in items for younger children in case families wish to find outerwear
for their younger children
 Drop off for gear will be available on Friday, May 12th from 12pm to 5pm
OR from 8 to 9am on Saturday May 13th. The room to bring gear will be marked
in the Nature Center (exact room tbd). A parent volunteer will be available to help
you check in your gear and answer questions
 Please bring gear already marked with your name and asking price
 Gear should be in good to very good condition and clean

Summer Nature Play Ideas

by Kaitlin Erpestad

Duluth is a great city for outdoor, summer fun! This
summer, visit any of the following places for some
great nature play opportunities. Let your child teach
you about playing in the woods, beaches, and trails
of Duluth and enjoy exploring new places as a
family.
David Stieler

Beaches

Brighton Beach
 Throw rocks
 Swim
 Make houses in the rocks
 Jump from rock to rock
 Bring a picnic and stay all day
 Bike to Brighton Beach on the Lakewalk (consider
arranging a ride home)

Sharon Mollerus

Wherever you are in Duluth there’s a creek near
your house! Visit your neighborhood creek or
explore creeks throughout the City:
 Fish
 Look for water critters
 Swim
 Hop from rock to rock
 Explore
 Float objects
 Throw rocks

Parks

Hartley Park (of course!)
 Climbing trees
 Hike to Rock Knob
 Visit favorite preschool
play spots
 Bike on the Tunnel Trail
and other multi-purpose
trails
 Fish off the dock
All of your Hartley teachers hope you have a great
summer full of nature play and quality family time
outdoors!

Park Point
 Sand play
 Swimming
 Driftwood creations
 Water play

Creeks

Leif Erickson
 Run up and down the hill
 Play pretend on the castle and stage
 Throw rocks in the Lake
 Bike on the Lakewalk

Thanks to the Duluth Nature Play Collaborative for
ideas and activity suggestions for this article!
Members of the Duluth Nature Play Collaborative
include: The Little Barnyard Preschool, Wind Ridge
Schoolhouse, and Secret Forest Playschool. Find out
more by searching for the Duluth Nature Play
Collaborative on Facebook.

ruralresources.blogspot.com

There are so many great parks in Duluth and up the
shore. Visit a local park or spend an overnight
camping at Jay Cooke or up the shore at Gooseberry
or Split Rock state parks. The State Park
campgrounds fill up quickly, so make a reservation
soon if this is an activity on your summer to do list!
Here are some local favorites:
Enger Park
 Hike
 Pick berries

Remember to
visit the nature
playscape this
summer for
fun play with
your whole
family!
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Mom’s Night Out

Scholarships

Moms and female caregivers of HNP
children are invited to a Mom’s Night
Out at Hartley!
When: Thursday, May 11, 6:30-8:00 pm
Where: Hartley preschool room
What can I bring:
 Last name A-J bring a snack to share (with
serving utensils, etc)
 Last name K-Z bring beverage to share
Parking update to come before the 11th.
Hope to see you all there!

Healthy Snack Idea

MN Early Learning Scholarships are still available
for this year and can roll over into next fall’s
preschool tuition as well. Apply now to take
advantage of this year’s funding OR wait until
July to apply using next fiscal year’s application.
Scholarships can cover 100% of HNP tuition!
Contact Sara Stebbins (888-450-2773 or
sarast@familiesfirstmn.org) for more
information or download an application here.
More information: Families First of MN

by Angie Tofte
Apple Chips

Apple chips
Heat oven to 275 degrees
Core and thinly slice two apples (using a mandolin for consistency, if available)
Line cookie sheet with parchment paper and place apples on top without overlapping
Sprinkle apples with cinnamon to taste
Bake for 60 minutes and check on the apples every 30 minutes thereafter. Once the apples
look crispy, remove from oven, let cool and enjoy!

May Theme ~~~Lake Superior~~~
Our new theme is Lake Superior! If you
have any Lake Superior themed books,
games, or puzzles that we can borrow
please label them and bring them in for
the kids to enjoy. Let your child’s
teacher know if you have any
Lake Superior related skills,
hobbies, knowledge,
or a job that you
could come in
to
share with
your child’s class.
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Measles Outbreak
There is currently a measles outbreak in Hennepin
County. However, unvaccinated children attend HNP
and other child care sites across the state. ANY child
who is not vaccinated against measles is at risk if the
child comes into contact with an adult or child who is
infected. Children who are not vaccinated also pose a
risk to the health of other children in and around HNP,
including infants under 6 months old who are too
young to get the vaccine yet or children who can’t get
the measles vaccine for medical reasons.
Children who have been exposed to measles must be
isolated for 21 days from all public spaces including
preschools, schools, medical clinics, churches, grocery
stores, etc.
Please make sure your child’s MMR vaccine is up to
date. The consequences of not being vaccinated can
be severe for your child and for other children in our
preschool and community.
More information: https://www.cdc.gov/measles/

CDC.gov
bidpal.net/wineinthewoods

If your child has been exposed to someone with
measles or shows these symptoms, DO NOT bring them
to preschool. Call ASAP to let us know that your child
may have measles so we can report it to the State
Department of Health.
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