
Fi rs t  Peep  at  Nature
Programs are  appropr ia te  fo r  3-
5  year  o lds  and  run  1 to  1½
hours  long
Programs beg in  w i th  an
in t roduct ion  about  our  top ic
before  complet ing  act iv i t ies ,
games ,  and  a  wa lk  outs ide .
The  c lass  is  b roken  up  in to
smal ler  act iv i ty  groups  fo r
outdoor  exp lorat ion
Programs are  seasona l l y
appropr ia te  and  wi l l  take  p lace
ent i re ly  outdoors  as  ab le .  
In  the  case  of  severe  inc lement
weather ,  p rograms wi l l  be  moved
ins ide  or  reschedu led .  

PROGRAM DETAILS

P R E S C H O O L  F I E L D
T R I P S

2025-2026
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Please  f i l l  out  a  f ie ld  t r ip  in te rest
form on  our  webs i te  under  the
program tab ,  schoo l  t r ips .  
For  quest ions ,  emai l  Jenn i  a t
EdAss is tant@har t leynature .org  or
g ive  us  a  ca l l  a t  218-724-6735.  

READY TO BOOK?

RATES
Programs:  $7 .50/par t ic ipant  ($70
min)

Chaperones:  we h igh ly
recommend no  more  than  1
chaperone  per  5  s tudents .  There
is  l imi ted  space  a long  the  t ra i ls
and  hav ing  too  many  chaperones
can  take  away  f rom the  f ie ld  t r ip
exper ience .  I f  you  need
addi t iona l  chaperones  to  be
successfu l ,  just  le t  us  know and
we can  work  wi th  you!  

Si te  V is i t /Mobi le  Classroom :
We  br ing  the  learn ing  to  you !
We can  teach  a t  your  schoo l  o r
loca l  g reen  space !  

Si te  Fee :  $7 .50/par t ic ipant  ($70
min imum)  p lus  mi leage .  

Addi t iona l  Fees :   Add i t iona l  fees  may  app ly  fo r
ex tended  t rave l  o r  ex tended  programs.  

School  Scholarsh ips :  
Ava i lab le  to  schoo ls  w i th  55% or  more
students  who qua l i fy  fo r  the  government
f ree  or  reduced  lunch  program;  HNC wi l l
cover  ha l f  o f  p rogram fees .  

SCHOLARSHIPS

Bus Scholarsh ips :
A bus  scho larsh ip  of  $100  per  schoo l
ava i lab le ,  f i rs t  come f i rs t  served .  



O u r  p r o g r a m s  c a n  b e  c u s t o m i z e d  t o  m e e t  a d d i t i o n a l
a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s ,  l e s s o n  p l a n s ,  s c o u t  b a d g e
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  e t c .  C a l l  o r  e m a i l  t o
d i s c u s s  h o w  H N C  c a n  m e e t  y o u r  p r o g r a m m i n g  n e e d s .

LET'S  TALK ABOUT IT !

A n i m a l  D e t e c t i v e s  t r a n s f o r m s  s t u d e n t s  i n t o
o b s e r v a n t  d e t e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  w o o d s  t o
e x p l o r e  f o o t p r i n t s ,  h o l e s ,  f u r  a n d  m o r e  a s
t h e y  d i s c o v e r  s i g n s  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e .  

ANIMAL DETECTIVES 

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  C L A S S  O F F E R I N G S

E a g e r  B e a v e r s  s h o w s  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  j u s t
w h a t ’ s  s o  c o o l  a b o u t  b e a v e r s !  A  p u p p e t
s h o w  w i l l  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  l i f e  i n  t h e
b e a v e r  p o n d  a n d  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  h i k e  w i l l
b r i n g  u s  c l o s e  t o  r e a l  b e a v e r  s i g n s  i n
H a r t l e y  P a r k .

EAGER BEAVERS 

B i r d  B u d d i e s  g i v e s  s t u d e n t s  a  c h a n c e  t o
h e a r  a n d  l e a r n  b i r d  c a l l s  a n d  s i l l y  b i r d
b e h a v i o r .  S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  h o w  t o  o b s e r v e
l i v e  b i r d s  a n d  a c t  o u t  b i r d  b e h a v i o r  u s i n g
p r o p s ,  s o n g s  a n d  g a m e s .

BIRD BUDDIES

T r e e s  a r e  T e r r i f i c  s e n d s  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e
f o r e s t  w h e r e  t h e y ’ l l  e x a m i n e  p a r t s  o f
t r e e s ,  a c t  l i k e  a  t r e e ,  p l a y  l i k e  s q u i r r e l s ,
a n d  t o s s  a n d  s o r t  l e a v e s .  
 

TREES ARE TERRIFIC

G e t t i n g  S q u i r r e l l y  u s e s  o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  c o m m o n  c r i t t e r s  t o  l e a r n
a b o u t  w h a t  a n i m a l s  n e e d  t o  s t a y  a l i v e .
S t u d e n t s  l o o k  f o r  “ l u n c h  s p o t s , ”  n e s t s
a n d  o u r  r e s i d e n t  s q u i r r e l s .

GETTING SQUIRRELY

A  B u g ’ s  L i f e  p u t s  s w e e p  n e t s  a n d
m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s e s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  j u n i o r
b u g  s c i e n t i s t s  a s  w e  t u r n  o v e r  l o g s  a n d
s w e e p  t h e  g r a s s e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  i n s e c t s  a n d
m o r e .

A BUGS’ LIFE

P o l l i n a t i o n  S t a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h o w
p l a n t s  g r o w ,  b l o o m  a n d  m a k e  s e e d s .
T a k e  a  s c a v e n g e r  h u n t  w h i l e  i n s p e c t i n g
f l o w e r s ,  p a r a c h u t i n g  p o l l e n ,  o r  m a y b e
p l a n t i n g  s e e d s .

POLLINATION STATION

P o n d s ,  P u d d l e s  &  P o l l i w o g s  b r i n g s
s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  p o n d ’ s  e d g e  w i t h  r u b b e r
b o o t s ,  n e t s  a n d  b u c k e t s .  C a t c h  a n d  b e
a m a z e d  b y  y o u n g  d r a g o n f l i e s ,  f a i r y  s h r i m p ,
f r o g s  a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r y  c r i t t e r s .

PONDS, PUDDLES, & POLLIWOGS

W h o o o  a r e  O w l s ?  w i l l  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a
c h a n c e  t o  s e e  a n  o w l  m o u n t  u p  c l o s e ,  f e e l
o w l  f e a t h e r s ,  h e a r  o w l  c a l l s  a n d  h o o t  o u t
t o  o u r  s p e c i a l  a n d  m y s t e r i o u s  o w l  f r i e n d s
i n  t h e  f o r e s t .

OWLS

S n o w s h o e i n g  E x t r a - s m a l l  s n o w s h o e s  a l l o w
s t u d e n t s  t o  c r e e p  i n t o  t h e  w i n t e r
w o n d e r l a n d  w i t h  p a w - l i k e  f e e t  a n d  e x p l o r e
f o o t p r i n t s ,  a n i m a l  h o l e s ,  f u r  a n d  m o r e  a s
t h e y  d i s c o v e r  s i g n s  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e .  

SNOWSHOEING

N a t u r e  P l a y  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c h i l d r e n
t o  e n g a g e  i n  H a r t l e y ’ s  N a t u r e  P l a y s c a p e ,  a
p l a y g r o u n d  m a d e  o f  n a t u r a l  e l e m e n t s
i n c l u d i n g  w a t e r .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  w e l c o m e d  b y
H N C  s t a f f  w h o  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  b r i e f
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  n a t u r e  p l a y ,  w i t h  t h e
r e m a i n i n g  t i m e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  p l a y .  T h i s
f i e l d  t r i p  t a k e s  p l a c e  c o m p l e t e l y  o u t d o o r s ;
c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  s h o u l d  d r e s s  f o r  t h e
w e a t h e r !

NATURE PLAY

Your  ba lance  wi l l  be  due  30  days  af te r  the  date  of
your  f ie ld  t r ip/s i te  v is i t .  I f  you  would  l i ke  to  pay  for
your  f ie ld  t r ip/s i te  v is i t  on  the  day  of ,  p lease  ask  for
an  invo ice  pr io r  to  your  p rogramming  date .  Program
fees  are  nonrefundab le .
We must  b i l l  for  the  number  of  s tudents  inc luded  in
your  reservat ion ,  regard less  of  how many  s tudents
at tend.  
I f  you  must  cance l  your  f ie ld  t r ip/s i te  v is i t ,  you  may
reschedu le  i f  t ime a l lows.

In  the  case  of  a  cance l la t ion  wi th  less  than  24
hours  not ice ,  you  wi l l  be  invo iced  for  a  $50  fee .  
I f  HNC must  cance l  a  p rogram for  any  reason ,
your  g roup  wi l l  not  be  charged.

I f  ISD  709  school  d is t r ic t  o r  your  schoo l  cance ls
school  due  to  inc lement  weather ,  the  program wi l l
be  cance l led .  HNC wi l l  a t tempt  to  reschedu le  your
program as  we  are  ab le  to .  You  wi l l  not  be  charged
i f  we  are  unab le  to  reschedu le .
I f  we  are  v is i t ing  your  s i te  and  weather  cond i t ions
are  unsafe  for  d r iv ing  we  wi l l  cance l  a t  our
d iscre t ion  and  a t tempt  to  reschedu le .  

PAYMENT &  CANCELLATION
POLICIES


	PRESCHOOL FIELD TRIPS
	2025-2026
	PROGRAM DETAILS
	First Peep at Nature
	Programs are appropriate for 3-5 year olds and run 1 to 1½ hours long
	Programs begin with an introduction about our topic before completing activities, games, and a walk outside.
	The class is broken up into smaller activity groups for outdoor exploration
	Programs are seasonally appropriate and will take place entirely outdoors as able.
	In the case of severe inclement weather, programs will be moved inside or rescheduled.
	RATES
	Programs: $7.50/participant ($70 min)
	Chaperones: we highly recommend no more than 1 chaperone per 5 students. There is limited space along the trails and having too many chaperones can take away from the field trip experience. If you need additional chaperones to be successful, just let us know and we can work with you!
	Site Visit/Mobile Classroom: We bring the learning to you! We can teach at your school or local green space!
	Site Fee: $7.50/participant ($70 minimum) plus mileage.

	READY TO BOOK?
	Please fill out a field trip interest form on our website under the program tab, school trips.
	For questions, email Jenni at EdAssistant@hartleynature.org or give us a call at 218-724-6735.

	SCHOLARSHIPS
	School Scholarships:
	Bus Scholarships:




	EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASS OFFERINGS
	ANIMAL DETECTIVES
	Animal Detectives transforms students into     observant detectives of the woods to explore footprints, holes, fur and more as they discover signs of animal life.

	PONDS, PUDDLES, & POLLIWOGS
	Ponds, Puddles & Polliwogs brings students to the pond’s edge with rubber boots, nets and buckets. Catch and be amazed by young dragonflies, fairy shrimp, frogs and other watery critters.
	EAGER BEAVERS

	Eager Beavers shows your students just what’s so cool about beavers! A puppet show will teach students about life in the beaver pond and an exploration hike will bring us close to real beaver signs in Hartley Park.
	OWLS

	Whooo are Owls? will give students a chance to see an owl mount up close, feel owl feathers, hear owl calls and hoot out to our special and mysterious owl friends in the forest.
	SNOWSHOEING

	Snowshoeing Extra-small snowshoes allow students to creep into the winter wonderland with paw-like feet and explore footprints, animal holes, fur and more as they discover signs of animal life.
	BIRD BUDDIES

	Bird Buddies gives students a chance to hear and learn bird calls and silly bird behavior. Students learn how to observe live birds and act out bird behavior using props, songs and games.
	NATURE PLAY

	Nature Play is an opportunity for children to engage in Hartley’s Nature Playscape, a playground made of natural elements including water. You will be welcomed by HNC staff who will provide a brief introduction to nature play, with the remaining time for children to play. This field trip takes place completely outdoors; children and adults should dress for the weather!
	A BUGS’ LIFE

	A Bug’s Life puts sweep nets and magnifying glasses in the hands of junior bug scientists as we turn over logs and sweep the grasses in search of insects and more.
	GETTING SQUIRRELY

	Getting Squirrelly uses one of our most
	interesting and common critters to learn about what animals need to stay alive. Students look for “lunch spots,” nests and our resident squirrels.
	PAYMENT & CANCELLATION POLICIES
	TREES ARE TERRIFIC
	Trees are Terrific sends students into the forest where they’ll examine parts of trees, act like a tree, play like squirrels, and toss and sort leaves.
	POLLINATION STATION
	Pollination Station demonstrates how plants grow, bloom and make seeds. Take a scavenger hunt while inspecting flowers, parachuting pollen, or maybe planting seeds.

	LET'S TALK ABOUT IT!




